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Palo Alto Soccer Club
2006 Tryout Process and Philosophy
January 2006
Dear Players and Parents,

Thank you for your interest in the Palo Alto Soccer Club (PASC) 2006 tryout process.  The intention of this Club is to develop, promote, and administer a fair and open tryout process for both girls and boys from the ages of 5-9 in our Youth Development Program and 10 -19 years for Class III, Class I, and Premier play. Current club members and players who have not been members of the Palo Alto Soccer Club are given the opportunity to compete for positions on age appropriate teams. The goal of the Palo Alto Soccer Club is to provide a competitive youth soccer environment, whereby each participant can enjoy a fun, positive experience, while learning and playing soccer on a select CYSA team. 

For any questions or for more information, please call (650) 361-0561 or check our Web site at www.pasoccerclub.org.

Sincerely,

Palo Alto Soccer Club

Board of Directors

Tryout Process:

The tryout sessions will be held by age group, and will consist of drills, exercises and scrimmages designed to allow the coaching staff to evaluate the skills, desire, attitude and potential of each player.  The coaching staff makes final player selections without regard to race, religion, creed, and color, national or ethnic origin.  

Tryout Groups: (Note: These groupings are for FALL 2006 teams)
	Age Group
	Birth Dates
	Contacts

	U9 Girls
	8/1/97-7/31/98
	Youth Development Program (ydp@pasoccerclub.org)

	U10 Girls
	8/1/96-7/31/97
	Kurt Ohms (kohms@woodwardohms.com)

	U11 Girls
	8/1/95-7/31/96
	Barbara Atmore (datmore@mindspring.com)

	U12 Girls
	8/1/94-7/31/95
	Kurt Kelty (keltyk@research.panasonic.com)

	U13 Girls
	8/1/93-7/31/94
	Linda Lovely (lovelin@pacbell.net)

	U14 Girls
	8/1/92-7/31/93
	Pam Mayerfeld (pam.mayerfeld@jdsu.com)

	U9 Boys
	8/1/97-7/31/98
	Youth Development Program (ydp@pasoccerclub.org)

	U10 Boys
	8/1/96-7/31/97
	Neill Dorward (neill@dorward.net)

	U11 Boys
	8/1/95-7/31/96
	Huaiyu Mi (huaiyumi@yahoo.com)

	U12 Boys
	8/1/94-7/31/95
	Michelle Morgan (mbullwinkle@air.org)

	U13 Boys
	8/1/93-7/31/94
	John Bard (thebards@earthlink.net)

	U14 Boys
	8/1/92-7/31/93
	John Raftrey (jraftrey@yahoo.com)


Younger players (players with birth dates after a specific age group) may tryout for an older age group. In order to play with an older age group, a player must be considered experienced enough to play at least one half of a CYSA game on a regular basis. This evaluation will be made by the respective coaches of each age group teams and will require authorization by the PASC Coaching Director. 

A U11 team may not have more than 25% of its players playing up, i.e., it must have at least 9 U11 players. This is to prevent U10 teams from playing U11 in order to enter tournaments.
Team Selection:

Candidates will be evaluated and selected by the coach according to their performance at tryouts.  The coach will be assisted by our Director of Coaching, Tim Ryerson, and his coaching staff. Any team roster will not be comprised of more than 18 players.  All players trying out for a team will be contacted within 3 days after the last tryout session. Since our goal is to field the most competitive teams at each age and class level, there is no guarantee that a returning player will automatically make the same team again. 

It is our goal to form class III, class ,I and Premier League (U16-U19 only) teams for each gender and age level. The club is committed to field additional teams if there is sufficient interest, volunteer support, and skilled players.  Players not making any team will be invited to future tryouts and are welcomed to participate in any soccer activities such as skills development programs the Club provides throughout the year. 

Coaching Staff and Philosophy:

The Palo Alto Soccer Club was formed to nurture and better serve the needs of the more committed soccer player. We accomplish this objective with highly experienced, knowledgeable and successful coaches, who are both well trained and skilled at teaching the game of soccer to young players. We believe in a well-balanced approach to soccer where skills development, soccer tactics and superior sportsmanship constitute key components of our soccer philosophy.  The Palo Alto Soccer Club has a nationally and internationally licensed coaching staff that will develop your child to achieve the highest level of soccer, the most popular sport in the world! 

Fees/Cost

Annual Club fees per player are approximately $150 per year (pending approval of the PASC 2006 Club budget). This fee does not include uniforms, tournament/travel costs, or coaching fees, which will vary depending upon the competitive level of the individual team. Scholarship funds are available upon request. 

Team Organization

The organization of our soccer teams is necessarily built around the coaching staff. PASC coaches, unlike some other clubs, are considered part of the Club structure, and they may change teams from time to time to meet the overall Club needs. This “team of coaches” approach to soccer is a major asset of the Club. All PASC coaches are there for the support of all PASC teams. For this reason, we use a club-wide coaching concept, applicable to all ages. 

The Team Manager is an invaluable member of the team organization.  Normally team managers are  “elected” from the parent pool after completion of tryouts.  Team managers handle many of the administrative aspects of the team, such as team registration, uniform ordering, contact lists, organization of club and team volunteers, and other administrative tasks that help the coach to stay focused on developing individual and team soccer skills.  The team manager is a key link to the overall Club and attends club meetings.

All parents are expected to participate in a volunteer role at the team or club level.

Differences between CYSA and AYSO:

CYSA supports various levels of soccer development, from recreational programs to highly competitive select leagues. The Palo Alto Soccer Club (PASC) has chosen to focus primarily on the competitive aspects of CYSA. The PASC therefore, complements the successful recreational soccer in our community sponsored by the American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO). AYSO has the philosophy: “Everyone plays.” Consequently, any young person who wants to play soccer can join an AYSO team. PASC teams, on the other hand, are “select” teams, where a prospective player must compete with their peers for a position on a team. Moreover, AYSO players are guaranteed to play at least half of every game; players on a competitive CYSA level team, however, are not guaranteed a minimum amount of playing time. 

PASC teams typically have a longer playing season than AYSO teams of an equivalent age, and opposing teams are more competitive. 

AYSO deliberately reshuffles their team rosters every year so that players generally do not remain teammates from year to year.  The core of each PASC team, on the other hand, tends to stay together through the years (subject to open tryouts) rather than being deliberately reshuffled each season. This builds a long-term feeling of team spirit and camaraderie, and contributes to a higher quality of play each year.

PASC teams compete against neighboring communities throughout the Bay Area and, sometimes, in other states and countries.  AYSO teams, on the other hand, compete primarily against local teams.

Each team of the PASC is assigned a non-parent coach from among the Club’s experienced coaching staff. The PASC has an established policy of providing monetary compensation to qualified and licensed coaches, while AYSO coaches are mostly volunteer parents.  Due to the select nature of the PASC teams, the coaches expect a higher level of player commitment to soccer as compared to recreational programs such as AYSO. Commitment is often as important as skill in building a soccer team. 

Differences between CYSA Class III, CYSA Class I and Premier League:
The Palo Alto Soccer Club forms teams in Class III, Class I and Premier League in the California Youth Soccer Association (CYSA). Our Class III teams play in our CYSA District II playing leagues, the Redwood Junior Soccer League or Delgado. The Redwood Junior League is one of the largest leagues in District II from a geographic perspective, ranging from Palo Alto to Half Moon Bay to Millbrae and plays its regular season games on Saturdays and Sundays.  Our Class I teams play in the Abronzino League. The Abronzino League covers an area in CYSA District II south to Morgan Hill and west to Santa Cruz and north to San Francisco.  Abronzino League season games are played on both Saturdays and Sundays.

The CYSA defines Class I teams as, “…first division or A Level select … U10 through U19 competition teams.”  Class III teams are  “….upper level, advanced, or first division development teams…. intended to provide a level of play between house league and competition teams”. Players at both levels are picked through a tryout process, but the players selected for Class I teams generally have the highest level of skill and commitment.  Class III may practice fewer days per week, go to fewer tournaments, travel shorter distances, start practices later in the preseason, and play fewer games than their Class I counterparts. The purpose of the CYSA classification system is to provide a mechanism for balancing the level of competition among teams. 

Typical Class III teams in California might have limited activity in the off-season and end up playing their league schedule plus 2 or 3 tournaments at the Class III level. Some may earn the right to play in the Association Cup Tournament, the Class III state championship. 

Class I teams may also vary widely in their level of training and competition, but in general, the teams and players have a significantly greater commitment to soccer. For many players in the older age groups, soccer is their chosen sport. Class I teams typically practice and play year round. Some travel to major national and international tournaments. Most play in the State Cup in January through spring. Class I teams in California typically play 50 to 100 games per year, and they play in numerous tournaments though out the year. Since most Class I teams take their soccer very seriously, especially from U13 on, a team or player choosing to play Class I should be willing to commit to training and working hard if they hope to be competitive. Of course the potential rewards are commensurate with commitment. Class I success can lead to greatly improved competition, better skill development, greater travel, and even a national championship!


The CYSA State Premier League is formed to offer the highest level of league competition to a qualified league registered class I Club/or League Team. Players participating in this league are provided an opportunity to match skills with some of the best players in the State. The history of the league has shown that players seeking to play at a level commensurate to Division I college level and ODP State Team level can obtain this level of play on a weekly basis with the State Premier League. In 2001 our PASC team, The Crew, won this prestigious league in the U16 category!

